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of the commas, can scarcely be meant to be parenthetic; that
would give (by resolution of the participle) 'though I disagree
with M. Comte, though I do,...'
ARCHAISM
a. Occasional.
We have implied in former sections, and shall here take it
for granted, that occasional archaism is always a fault, conscious
or unconscious. There are, indeed, a few writers—Lamb is
one of them—whose uncompromising terms, 'Love me, love
my archaisms', are generally accepted; but they are taking
risks that a novice will do well not to take.
As to unconscious archaism, it might be thought that such
a thing could scarcely exist: to employ unconsciously a word
that has been familiar, and is so no longer, can happen to few.
Yet charitable readers will believe that in the following sentence
demiss has slipped unconsciously from a learned pen:
He perceived that the Liberal ministry had offended certain in-
fluential sections by appearing too demiss or too unenterprising in
foreign affairs.—bryce.
The guilt of such peccadilloes as this may be said to vary in-
versely as the writer's erudition; for in this matter the learned
may plead ignorance, where the novice knows too well what he
is doing. It is conscious archaism that offends, above all the
conscious archaisms of the illiterate: the historian's It should seem,
even the essayist's You shall find, is less odious, though not less
deliberate, than the ere, oft, aught, thereanent, I wot, I trow,
and similar ornaments, with which amateurs are fond of tricking
out their sentences. This is only natural. An educated writer's
choice falls upon archaisms less hackneyed than the amateur's;
he uses them, too, with more discretion, limiting his favourites
to a strict allowance, say, of once in three essays. The amateur
indulges us with his whole repertoire in a single newspaper
letter of twenty or thirty lines, and—what is worse—cannot
live up to the splendours of which he is so lavish: charmed with
the discovery of some antique order of words, he selects a

